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Welcome to our summer newsletter and round up of
activities over the last few months, which has been a
very strange period for all of us. The frontline staff at
our homes and services have done an amazing job,
keeping everything running smoothly and ensuring
all the people we support stayed safe and had lots of
fun activities to keep them engaged and happy. It’s
also a time of change for us as we say goodbye to our
current Chief Executive Edwina Johnston and
welcome Valerie Michie as our new CEO.
At the end of August we sadly say goodbye to
Edwina Johnston who has been our Chief
Executive since 2009. Edwina’s time at Choice
has been an incredibly busy one. She has
overseen the growth and expansion of Choice
from looking after just 65 people in 2002 to
over 600 today.
Edwina has also spent a lot of her time
visiting the homes and services and getting
involved in the many activities and
competitions that take place all during the
year, from the annual football tournament,
summer garden competition, Halloween and
Christmas parties to cutting the ribbon at
new service openings and the highlight of
everyone’s year, Choice has got Talent. Here
are a small a selection of the many photos
from many, many events!

Goodbye Edwina

“I didn’t imagine my last months at Choice
would be in such difficult unprecedented
times, but I am incredibly proud of my team
and all the staff and people that we look
after, as they have all worked so hard and
been so dedicated to the challenge of
keeping people safe, which is what they have
done really well. In my retirement the plan
had been to travel and spend more time with
my grandson in South Africa but that’s on
hold at the moment.”
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A warm Choice welcome to our new
CEO, Valerie Michie
Valerie joins us from The Huntercombe Group, one of the
UK’s leading specialist healthcare providers, where she was
Chief Executive. She is also Chair and Trustee of The
Listening Place, a charity that provides face-to-face support
for those who feel life is no longer worth living.

This Covid testing van is the only van of its
kind in the world and can produce results
in only twenty minutes of people being
tested. During lockdown they visited
Otterbourne and tested everyone in the
home – with everyone coming back
negative!

At the beginning of lockdown, the West Region PBS Team
created a Pen Pal scheme for service users in the West Region.
All service users who wanted to participate were sent either a
letter or a picture for them to complete and they were
matched with their pen pal! So far we have had 5 exchanges
of letters or pictures and the service users love receiving their
own post and are getting really creative with their responses,
some resulting in asking to meet up once restrictions have
lifted.
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Hurst House are Outstanding!
Hurst House successfully
achieved an Outstanding rating
at their latest CQC inspection!!
A ginormous well done from all
of us here at Choice to Tracey
and the team - well done guys!

Nick from Holly Lodge has grown
8 kilos of potatoes since May
when he first planted them. Nick
watered them every day in his
own garden and has even roasted
some for dinner!

It's been a busy few months in
terms of getting PPE out to the
homes - here are the South
Operations team prepping for
deliveries! A huge thank you to
all who have helped out.

Norah Nightingale from
Salisbury Supported Living
wanted to show you this
wonderful clock that she has
made and decorated herself!

Choice Has Got Talent!
We made the most of this year by hosting our annual CGT competition
virtually. With three monthly themes and video submissions, our winners
this year were (from left to right): Stokewood (Rainbow theme); Hurst
House (Abba theme); and Emerson House (Musicals theme).
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Our New Service
We’re happy to announce that Bridgman House
has joined the Choice Care family. Named in
celebration of former Director of Referrals Tracy
Bridgman, the home will offer care and support
for up to 12 individuals with mental health
conditions.
Bridgman House is a spacious 10 bedroom
bungalow with 2 additional apartments. The
home is designed to support people primarily
with mental health support needs such as Bipolar
disorder, Schizophrenia, Personality Disorder but
also other conditions such as Autism. The home is
being managed by the lovely Sue Thompson, who
deserves a huge Choice welcome!

Thank You!

We’ve been very lucky to receive lots of treats and support from our local
community and we are so grateful to all who have helped out. Our homes
have received generous donations including pizza, cards, laundry bags,
hand sanitiser and even ice cream!

Contact
0203 195 0151

enquiries@choicecaregroup.com

